MAKING THE MOST OF YOUR BUDGET FOR
SET SAIL ON A CRUISE

Cruising is one of the most cost-effective
ways to enjoy a Caribbean vacation. So
much is included in the upfront costs.
Norwegian, Royal Caribbean, Carnival or
Celebrity, etc. — there is a cruise option to suit
every vacation and budget. Cruisers can eat delicious food to
their heart’s content, enjoy amazing onboard entertainment,
and lounge by one of numerous sparkling pools without ever
worrying about the bill. If you know you want to enjoy some
adult beverages or excursions, look at package deals that can
be purchased ahead of time for significant savings.

CRUISE LOYALTY CLUBS

Speaking of cruises, many major cruise lines,
like Royal Caribbean and Carnival, also have
benefits and savings available for repeat
cruisers. Exclusive lounges, shore excursions,
and experiences cater to Royal Caribbean’s
Crown and Anchor Society and Carnival’s Very Important Fun
Person (VIFP) Club. If you are ready to book another cruise,
you can do so through our Loyalty Cruise Perks Program to get
free perks like shore excursions, resort guest experiences, and
onboard credits. More vacations and more benefits? Sign me up!

If white sands, colorful fish swimming through turquoise waters, and
exotic dishes full of flavor and spice sound like something you would
enjoy, look no further than the tropical shores of the Caribbean
islands. Instead of worrying about your budget, follow these tips to
enjoy your Caribbean getaway to the fullest!

ALL-INCLUSIVE RESORT

Resort vacations may seem like they come
with higher upfront costs, but they can be
most cost-effective, especially if you are
traveling with a large family. Paying for
things like food and drinks upfront can result
in significant savings for a family of four. Even if your kids have a
never-ending appetite, you don’t have to worry about needing
a never-ending budget—the resort takes care of it for you! For
swimmers, resorts like Dreams Punta Cana Resort & Spa boast
world-class accommodations and sublime swimming pools.
Everything is already budgeted and paid for, freeing you up to
relax and enjoy your trip. As a bonus, many offer discounts on
airfare, credits for resort services, shore excursions, and some
even offer kids specials.
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VACATION FOR A CAUSE

Volunteering and eco-tourism are
becoming increasingly popular, which
can make both the soul and the wallet
happy. From school building to marine
conservation, there are programs for
everything. Most planned trips cost the same or less than a
traditional vacation, with more of the costs going directly to
supporting important initiatives. As an added bonus, many
programs offer education credit for high-school or collegeaged participants. This is especially appealing for families
with older children. If you want to make an impact while on
vacation, look for a program that includes a volunteering
aspect, working with the locals to help the islands thrive.

PRIORITIZE YOUR SPENDING

Decide what is most important to you
and spend your dollars there. A room
overlooking the interior of a hotel can save
some money, while still providing beachside living amenities. Make your trip more
budget-friendly and get some extra fresh air by going down to
enjoy the beach, rather than paying for the option of going out
onto a private balcony. Visiting outside of peak season, which
is typically from December to May, can also mean savings of
50% or more.

BRING YOUR OWN GEAR

The crystal-clear waters of the Caribbean
are grounds for some excellent snorkeling
and scuba diving. If you are interested in
swimming with ocean life, you will save
a lot by bringing your own gear instead of
renting from guide companies. Many offer guide-only rates at
a fraction of the cost for renting equipment. Oxygen tanks can
be easily rented at most dive shops. Bonaire, St. John, and
St. Croix all boast great underwater adventures. Make use of
your gear by booking multiple trips through loyalty programs
for added savings.

BOOK WITH A TRAVEL AGENT

Budget-friendly and exciting travel plans
will allow you to enjoy all the natural
beauty and culture the islands have to
offer. Booking with a travel agent can help
make the most of your vacation budget. The
connections travel agents have in the industry allow them to
offer their customers added benefits and perks. Whether you
are looking for exclusive offers, complimentary spa treatments,
or credits for once-in-a-lifetime experiences, a travel agent can
help you find it.
Spending a week in the Caribbean is an opportunity to relax,
enjoy time with your fellow travelers, and soak up the beauty of
this tropical paradise. Pack up your bathing
suit, strap on your snorkel mask,
and start exploring the
pristine, white sand
paradise that is
the Caribbean
islands! n

ISLAND HOPPING

Once you get to the Caribbean, make
the most of your trip by visiting multiple
islands. Airfare on local airlines – Air
Caraïbes, Caribbean Air, and international
carrier JetBlue – can make island hopping
cheap and easy. You can easily visit 3 or 4 islands within your
vacation to make the most of your time and budget. Luggage
space is often limited on these small, local planes, so pack
light to make the most of the experience. All you need are
sunglasses, a bathing suit, and a good book, right?
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